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ATTifendmeii ^^ Claims . . v 

nris listing of daiiBS wiU replace all prior versioru, and listings, of claims m the 

application: 

T .^rinp of Claims: 

Claims 1-52 (Canceled). 

53 (Currently Amende(^ A layered compodte8tri«rture for apanelstmcft^ 
countable in a vehicle to fonn a part of the interior thereof, said panel structure having an 
exterior surface exposed to the vehicle interior and sn interior surface disposed in cooperates 
and concealing relation with a secondary restraint system, said layered coniposite structure 
comprising an outer layer with an opaque visual appearance defining the exterior surfece of 
said panel stnactuie and an imier layer a<ttered to an im«r suxfece of said outer layer. 

Characterized inihat the inner layer of the layered composite structure further comprises: 

an adhesively bonded pre-fonned seam defining structure. aasil^rLdSfiDffig 
.^,.^.,»,h.iT,.m3 ^- --t^^l » Inw^tffnsile Stmnrrh thm inper ^^s aid 

seam defining structure defining a frangible line corresponding to an invisible tear seam 
which fractures in response to operation of the secondary restraint system. 



54. (Pieviously Presented) A layered composite structure as defined in claim 53. 
wherein the seam defining structure comprises one of a thermoplastic material, elongated 
strips, a sheet strucrure, and twine. 

55. (PreviouslyPresented) a layered composite structure as defined in claim 54. 
wherein the sheet strucuire comprises an open mesh febric. 

56. (PreviouslyPresented) A layered composite structure as defined in claim 55. 
wherein the open mesh fabric comprises a fiber glass mat. 
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57. (PreviouslyPresemed) a layci^ comporite stmctuie as defined in cla^ 
wherein said sheet structure is severed along said firangible line. 

58 CPreviouslyPresented) Alayeredcompositestroctineasdefin^ 
wherein the ^vexed sheet smKture comprises peripheral walls suixounding the invisible tear 
and protruding from the inner layer away from the outer layer. 



seam 



. (Cuitently Amended) a layered composite structure as defined in claim 54, 



59 
wher^ 

said outer layer comprises dim d iDpcro n d cu m puJ Q u u rmiiprimn c 'i t least one 

Ught-stable thermoplastic polyurethan c, l u d^L u u u colcn Hns .cnit, and ui IcoDt one boat - 

jDtivatcd 1 crossliiiker; and 

the inner layer is a compu.iL i ui. ' vhinh rrn.^ mj . . th. i nrn r I ni ^rr rn)^ ^«iiVrd about the 
seam defirring stmctuie vath the polyurethane of (he outer layer via residual unreacted 
fUrurtianal groups of the crossliidcer to form interfadal chemical bonding between the mner 
surfice of the outer layer and an adjaoenl suifece of the inner layer, 

60 (Previously Presented) A layered composite structure as defined in claim 59, 
wherein (he outer layer has a thickness in arangeof from about 0.0025 cm to about 0.0038 

cm. 

61 (Previously Presented) A Uyered composite sttucture as defined in claim 60. 
wherem the mner layer has a thickness in arange of from about 0.10 cm to about 0.15 cm. 

62 (Previously Presented) A layered composite stiuctuie as defined in claim 59. 
wherein the layered composite structure has a configuration of an «cterior surface of a door 
panel. 
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63 (Pt^ouslyPresented) Alayeredcompositestmctureasdefe^^ 
wherein the layered composite stmcture has a configuiation of an exterior suifi«:e of an 
instrument panel. 

64. (PieviouilyPresented) A layered composite structure as defined in claim 59, 
wherein the composition fiom which the inner layer is fbimed comprises an aromatic 
polyisocyanate. and wherein the crosslinker is a blocked, heat-activated diisocyanate. 

65 (PreviouslyPiesented) Alayeredoompositestnictureasdefinedincto 
wherein the layered composite stmcture is united with a reinforcing substraxe so that the 
reinforcing substrate reinforces the layered composite structure in such a way that the layewd 
composite structure fractures gencraUy along the tear seam in response to the operahon of the 
secondary restraiiit system. 

66 CPreviouslyPresented) A layered composite structure as defined in claim 65, 
wherein a i^id reacting mixmre which forms a cellular polyurethane foam unites the layered 
composite stmcture and the reinforcing substrate. 

67. (Currently Amended) A layered composite structure fer a panel structure of a 

motor vehide comprising: 

an outer layer having an imier suri&ce and an outer sur&ce, the outer surfi»e defimng 
an exposed exterior surface of the panel structure, the outer Uyer being substantially non- 
cellular 

an imier layer disposed adjacent to the imier surface of the outer layer, the im^er Uyer 
being substantially non-cellular; and 

a seam defining structure disposed in the imier layer or between the outer layer and the 

i 1,1. n i l -HTiTfl-fTrri >.^-..«..rl.nfnm.ferit.1|,f i y1i^>. ft lower tensil, 

,^,^..>.,.tH.Mner layer, the seam defining structure defining a tear seam for fracturmg m 
response to operation of a secondary restraint system, the seam defining structure not bemg 
visible fitan the exposed exttador surfece. 
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